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Our loved ones are suffering from the Texas Heat and that needs to 

change. We are Texas Prisons Air Conditioning Advocates. Our 

purpose is to advocate for inmates and their families regarding the 

torture they are experiencing inside TDCJ prisons due to extreme 

temperatures.  We currently have members from all over the nation. 

We simply want humane temperatures for our loved ones.  We are 

asking that TDCJ maintain the same conditions that The Texas 

Commission on Jail Standards already requires. Which is internal 

temperature stays between 65 and 85 degrees Fahrenheit. 

We would love for you to join us in the fight! 

If you would like to get more information and/or would like to join 

us, then contact us by one of the following… 

Visit our Website: Texasprisonsacadvocates.com 

Look for us on Facebook – “Texas Prisons - Air Conditioning Advocates” 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/445443219215389/ 

Or send us an E-mail: TexasPrisonsAcAdvocates@gmail.com 

You may also contact us by mail at  P.O. Box 9624, Longview, Texas 75608 
  

  
 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/445443219215389/
mailto:TexasPrisonsAcAdvocates@gmail.com
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TPAA would like to share our heat petition with you. It will be delivered to Bryan Collier, Executive 
Director of TDCJ, Governor Greg Abbott, The United States House of Representatives, President 
Donald Trump, The United States Senate, The Texas State House, The Texas State Senate. 
 
So, imagine with me that YOU are sitting in your hot car at over 100 degrees for several hours a day 
and for days on end (I dare you to try it). This is the reality of over 130,000 people within the TDCJ 
system. The inhumane conditions of lacking proper ventilation and temperature control within the 
TDCJ is a form of Torture! TDCJ continues to allow people to suffer in heat indexes of up to and over 
149°F, as reported by the Hutchins Unit on July 19, 2011. The temperature log of a TDCJ unit 
documents temperatures ranging from 117°F to over 149°F. Now imagine you are the Mother, Father, 
wife, Husband, or child of someone who is suffering; what would you do about it? 
Here are a few examples of reports that Texas Prisons' A/C Advocates have received from families 
and people on the inside: 
“My son called me earlier around 7-ish. He said it's so hot, mama. This breaks my heart to the core.” 
“He said it feels like you are cooking in there!” 
“My son tells me it's so hot he puts water on the floor 'n lays down on it. He also wets his towel 'n puts 
it over his head 'n it drys up so quick cuz of the heat”  
“..in the dinner line or lunch line and when u sat down to eat sometimes they close u in with no fans 
going and no air conditioning at all with about 50 to 100 inmates plus how hot the kitchen is from 
cooking. It's like suffocating.” 
“He said the heat in there is extremely overwhelming and it’s hard to even breath. He’s a young man 
(24) and healthy …. He has already lost 7 pounds since first of May.” 
“..he says the cells are just heat boxes. When he wets a towel, it dries up in minutes. 
“…it was extremely hot in the dorms, I remember laying on the floor with no shirt on just in my sports 
bra just to get cool. Some ladies would get their sheets wet in the shower just to stay cool.“ 
 
Yet, despite several deaths, a plethora of media reports, wrongful death lawsuits filed, and complaints 
from family members and union officials for well over 18 years, TDCJ is still refusing to take basic 
steps to provide humane conditions for the people in their care. It seems reasonable that if TDCJ has 
money in the budget to replace its aging swine-production facilities with 6 new climate-controlled 
modular barns, at the cost of $750,000, surely, they could treat people better than pigs. 
 
This unconscionable behavior of allowing people to be tortured by deadly heat conditions must cease. 
What are we asking for?  
The same conditions that The Texas Commission on Jail Standards already requires. Every county 
jail needs to maintain internal temperature stays between 65 and 85 degrees. Other states with hot 
climates, such as Arkansas, Arizona, Oklahoma, and New Mexico, air condition their prisons, and 
even the detention center in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, is air-conditioned. 
By the way, did you try the Hot Car dare?  
 

Don’t forget to sign our Petition! 
Petition Link: https://petitions.moveon.org/p/N_9Fu 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://petitions.moveon.org/p/N_9Fu
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Every Monday TPAA has what we like to call “Mail Out Monday”. 
  We write and/or E-mail letters to our politicians.   

You should join us! 
 For your convenience, we have included a list of addresses. See page 5  

 
 
 
 

                                                                    $20 buys a small fan that can save a life. 
     TX-CURE provides free fans to poor and needy inmates 

     who have no family or friends for financial support. 
     Donate online at http://www.texascure.org 

      or at 
     http://www.gofundme.com/TEXAS-PRISONERS-NEED-FANS 

     alternatively, mail check or money order to 
              Tx-CURE Fans 

                     P. O. Box 381 
     Dallas, TX  75238 

     Michael W. Jewell, President - mikewaynejewell@hotmail.com 
     Joan Covici, Secretary -  jccovici@earthlink.net 

     Tx-CURE is a 501(c3) non-profit 
 
 

Summer Refresh is a ministry run by a woman who was wrongly incarcerated. 

Every $10 donation will provide 2 ladies inside TDCJ with a water bottle and cooling towel. 

https://www.syndeoministries.com/summer-refresh-2018.html 
 

   
 

 

 

      Spread the word in your community, 
                Attend Political meetings,  
       And Meet with your Representative! 
 

 

 

http://www.gofundme.com/TEXAS-PRISONERS-NEED-FANS
mailto:mikewaynejewell@hotmail.com
mailto:jccovici@earthlink.net
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Hot Weather Safety: 
Know the signs and symptoms of heat illness, which can become a life-threatening condition without the 
appropriate response. Illness can come on rather quickly as well. 
 
HEAT EXHAUSTION: 

▪ Heavy sweating 
▪ Weakness 
▪ Cool, clammy skin  
▪ Fast, weak pulse 
▪ Nausea, vomiting 
▪ Fainting 

 
HEAT STROKE: 

▪ High body temperature (>103° F) 
▪ Hot, red skin 
▪ Rapid, strong pulse 
▪ Possible unconsciousness 

 
 
 
 
1. What steps should be taken if someone shows signs of Heat Exhaustion, 
including heavy sweating, weakness, nausea and/or cool, pale, clammy 
skin? 
#1 Answer- If someone experiences heat exhaustion, the action should be taken promptly to allow the person 
to recover and reduce body temperature by sipping water, sitting or lying down in a cool location, loosening 
clothing and applying wet cloths to exposed skin. Any person experiencing these symptoms should not be left 
alone as his/her condition may worsen, so we advise keeping him/her onsite for initial care. Call for 
emergency medical care if the person begins to vomit, have loss of consciousness, incoherent speech, 
convulsions, red and hot facial features, or if his/her original condition does not improve with the first aid 
steps listed above. 
 
2. What should you do if someone exhibits signs of heat stroke, including a 
rapid pulse, red hot skin, high body temperature and possible loss of 
consciousness? 
#2 Answer- If someone experiences heat stroke, immediate action should be taken to summon emergency 
medical care and move the person to a cool location; do NOT give fluids to a person experiencing heat 
stroke. 
 
3. Find access to the following if actable … 
A. Shade 
B. Water 
C. Chill towels and or wet clothing  
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“Mail out Monday” Politician List 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Governor Greg Abbott   
P.O. Box 12428  
Austin, Texas 78711-2428 
 

Senator Brian Birdwell  
P.O. Box 12068 Capitol Station 
Austin, TX 78711 
Brian.birdwell@senate.texas.gov 

Senator John Whitmire  
P.O. Box 12068 Capitol Station 
Austin, Texas 78711 
John.whitmiire@senate.texas.gov 

Senator Konni Burton  
P.O. Box 12068 Capitol Station 
Austin, TX 78711  
konni.burton@senate.texas.gov 

Senator Joan Huffman  
P.O. Box 12068 Capitol Station 
 Austin, Texas 78711 
Joan.burton@senate.texas.gov 

Senator Sylvia Garcia  
P.O. Box 12068 Capitol Station  
Austin, TX 78711  
Sylvia.garcia@senate.texas.gov 

Senator Charles Perry  
P.O. Box 12068 Capitol Station 
Austin, TX 78711  
Charles.perry@senate.texas.gov 

Senator Bryan Hughes  
P.O. Box 12068 Capitol Station 
Austin, TX 78711  
Bryan.hughes@senate.tex.gov 

Senator Brandon Creighton  
P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station  
Austin, TX 78711  
Brandon.creighton@senate.texas.gov 

Senator Jose Menendez  
P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station 
Austin, TX 78711  
Jose.menendez@senate.texas.gov 

Joe Straus  
Room 2W.13 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768 
 

Lt. Governor Dan Patrick  
P.O. Box 12068 
Austin, TX. 78711 
 

Rep. Hunter, Todd  
Room 1W.11 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
todd.hunter@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Moody, Joe 
Room E1 214 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768 
 Joe.moody@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Gervin-Hawkins, Barbara  
Room E1.208 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
barbara.gervinhawkins@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Canales, Terry  
Room E2.910 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768 
terry.canales@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Lang, Mike 
Room E1.410 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
mike.lang@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Hefner, Cole  
Room E1.416 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768 
cole.hefner@house.texas.gov 

Rep. James White  
Room GN.12 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
james.white@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Wilson, Terry  
Room E2.702 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
terry.wilson@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Sarah Davis  
Room GW. 4 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
sarah.davis@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Alma Allen   
Room GW.5 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
allen.allen@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Scott Sanford  
Room E2.322 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
scott.sanford@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Ramon Romero Jr.  
Room E2. 210 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
ramon.romero@house.texas.gov 

Rep. Tony Tinderholt 
Room E1.422 
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
tony.tinderholt@house.texas.gov   

Rep. Matt Schaefer  
Room E2.510  
P.O. Box 2910, Austin, TX 78768  
matt.schaefer@house.texas.gov   

mailto:Brian.birdwell@senate.texas.gov
mailto:John.whitmiire@senate.texas.gov
mailto:konni.burton@senate.texas.gov
mailto:Joan.burton@senate.texas.gov
mailto:Sylvia.garcia@senate.texas.gov
mailto:Charles.perry@senate.texas.gov
mailto:Bryan.hughes@senate.tex.gov
mailto:Brandon.creighton@senate.texas.gov
mailto:Jose.menendez@senate.texas.gov
mailto:todd.hunter@house.texas.gov
mailto:%20Joe.moody@house.texas.gov
mailto:barbara.gervinhawkins@house.texas.gov
mailto:terry.canales@house.texas.gov
mailto:mike.lang@house.texas.gov
mailto:cole.hefner@house.texas.gov
mailto:james.white@house.texas.gov
mailto:terry.wilson@house.texas.gov
mailto:sarah.davis@house.texas.gov
mailto:allen.allen@house.texas.gov
mailto:scott.sanford@house.texas.gov
mailto:ramon.romero@house.texas.gov
mailto:tony.tinderholt@house.texas.gov
mailto:matt.schaefer@house.texas.gov


        September 2018  
                                                                           Volume 1                 

                                                                                                                                                                    

pg. 6 
 

Prayer Campaign 
By: Dr. Amite Duncan 

Matthew 25: 44- 45 44"Then they themselves also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry, or thirsty, 

or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not take care of You?' 45"Then He will answer them, 

'Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.' 

Remember the prisoners, as though in prison with them, and those who are ill-treated, since you yourselves also are 
in the body. (Hebrew 13:3 NAS) 

Hello All,  
 

I would like to invite you to join me in a Prayer Campaign for the people (inmates and guards) within Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice (TDCJ) Prison Facilities who are suffering due to extreme heat conditions. 
 
This is an urgent Clarion Call to Prayer as people are suffering and dying due to extreme heat conditions.  This type of torture has 
persisted too long.  I am asking that an ongoing Prayer Campaign until this situation is rectified. I want to encourage you to pray with 
others, and Please Share this Post.  We need to pray in unity DAILY specifically. The following prayer points that have been put on 
my heart: 

1. TDCJ to provide AC in all its’ units QUICKLY. 
2. Health and safety of our fellow human beings as they are currently suffering and some have died from the extreme heat. 
3. Favor with Lawyers, Judges, and various officials in office and those in Authority that can be instrumental in helping in this 

situation. 
4. A softening of hardened hearts that can now be moved with compassion to help our loved ones. 
5. Strength, encouragement and needs met for those people and organizations which are currently trying to get AC in the units. 

…The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. James 5:16 (KJV) 

As many are oblivious to many of the horrific situations that exist within the TDCJ system here’s A bit of background information: 

• TDCJ continues to allow people to suffer in heat indexes of up to and over 149 degrees as reported by the Hutchins 

Unit on July 19, 2011.   

• TDCJ lacks proper ventilation and temperature control within. The lack of humane treatment of the inmates also 

impacts their loved ones (mothers, fathers, wives and husbands) who suffer along with their incarcerated loved ones.  

• Their plethora of media reports of several deaths, wrongful death lawsuits filed, and complaints for family members 

and union officials for well over 18 years 

• TDCJ has money in the budget to replace its aging swine-production facilities with 6 new climate-controlled modular 

barns, at the cost of $750,000, surely they could treat people better than pigs. Yes the pigs and dogs have AC, but 

not the inmates 

• TDCJ is currently violating the U.S. Constitution and international human rights standards. 

https://www.texastribune.org/2014/04/22/tdcj-violation-basic-human-rights-report-finds/ 

• The heat inside the prison is usually approximately 10 degrees higher than what we experience on the outside. 

• The Texas Commission on Jail Standards already requires every county jail in Texas to maintain internal 

temperatures stay between 65 and 85 degrees, other states with hot climates, such as Arkansas, Arizona, 

Oklahoma, and New Mexico, air condition their prisons, and even the detention center in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, is 

air-conditioned. 

In addition to your prayers, I am hoping that you will get the word out to others to join us in prayer. PLEASE SHARE THIS POST AS 
MUCH AS YOU LIKE! Some ideas to get the word out – 

1. Post, Email, letters and phone calls.  I am also writing a separate email letter to send out. Let me know if you want a copy that 
you can modify as your own and use to send out to others. I’m going to send mine to whomever I can find online Nationally 
and Internationally (Various Ministries and prison groups, friends and family).  I plan on sending out a few daily. 

2. Submitting a prayer request to various religious organizations. Many organizations have websites where you can submit a 
prayer request online. 

3. Get a group of people to have prayer with. 
4. Talk to your religious leaders or leaders of existing prayer groups and ask them to add this to their list of prayers. 
5. Consider fasting and praying (Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the 

heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke? Isaiah 58:6 KJV) 
 

Something has to be done NOW!  As a society, I believe that we can simply do better than this. Thank you for your prayers! 
 

  

https://www.texastribune.org/2014/04/22/tdcj-violation-basic-human-rights-report-finds/
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Unit Name: _______________     

 
Individual Name: ______________________________ TDCJ Number: ___________________________    

 
DATE: ______________   
  
     
Check all Issues that Apply 

Step I Grievance filed (1)  Step II Grievance Filed (2) 

Results from Step I & Step II Grievance___________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Heat related death (name)____________________________________________________________________________ 

Medical info _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Heat related illness __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you been denied access to respite area? ____________________________________________________________ 

Has there been water available?            Yes           No Has there been cups available?         Yes          No 

Has there been ice available?            Yes           No Posted heat policy? Yes No 

Do they have a Respite area?      Yes       No       Fans?           Yes         No  

Working Cold Shower      Yes         No  

Water breaks for field jobs        Yes   No  

Heat restricted      Yes         No   Heat sensitive     Yes         No  

Cooling towels available on Commissary?       Yes          No     Bottled water available on Commissary?       Yes    No  

Other comments 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please return to:  

Texas Prisons Air Conditioning Advocates 
P. O. Box 9624   
Longview, Texas 75608 


